
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



218 BOTANICAL GAZETTE. 



CURRENT LITERATURE. 

Select Extra-tropical Plants readily eligible for industrial culture or naturaliza- 
tion. By Baron Ferd. von Mueller. 8vo. 450 pp. Geo. S. Davis, Detroit, 
Mich., 1884. 

This is a book of great value to all engaged in cultivating plants, and of 
great interest to every botanist. Its author has long been recognized as a leader 
in this sort of work, and his success at the Melbourne Botanic Garden is well 
known. This book is no new thought, but rather an enlargement and adapta- 
tion for North America of what has already been done by the same author for 
less extensive regions. Published by an enterprising American publisher, it is 
to be hoped his risk will be justified by the generous response of all interested 
in the subject. Species are arranged in alphabetical order, regardless of family 
relations, but the relative importance of families for industrial culture is 
pointed out in a special table at the end of the book. The notes under each 
species are very concise and well selected, in view of the fact that they could 
have been almost indefinitely extended. Range, use and treatment are the sub- 
jects considered, and not scientific characters. It is to be hoped that this book 
will greatly stimulate the desire for cultivating a much greater variety of plants, 
for it surely furnishes every convenience for their judicious selection. A geo- 
graphic index is quite a feature, by means of which plants from any geograph- 
ical division can be readily selected. A grouping of genera under their uses is 
also very instructive; such groupings as "Alimentary Plants" (subdivided ac- 
cording to the part used, such as herbage, root, esculent fruits, etc.), "Condiment 
Plants," "Fodder-Plants," "Honey-Plants," "Medicinal Plants," "Scenic 
Plants," etc., being used. In the systematic index of genera it is interesting to 
note the relative importance of families in this respect. Oraminece heads the 
list with 77 genera; then Leguminosce with 73 ; Composike 37 ; Palmacece 34; Um- 
belliferce 32 ; Liliacece 20 ; Labiake 20, and so on, Dicotyledons and Monocotyle- 
dons successively vieing with each other in the display of useful genera. Ow- 
ing to the much greater number of families, of course Dicotyledons eventually 
outnumber Monocotyledons; but the two great families, Oraminece and Legum- 
inosce stand preeminently above all others in their relation to man's needs. 
Preliminary List of the Parasitic Fungi of Wisconsin. By William Trelease. From 
Trans. Wisconsin Acad. Sci., vol. vi. 40 pp. 

The author modestly calls this a provisional list and as such he intends to 
make it. It contains about 270 species, several of which are new, on about the 
same number of host-plants, mostly pha?nogams. Most of the species have 
been collected about Madison by the author, assisted by Mr. L. H. Pammel, a 
special laboratory student. This list will be' very rapidly increased by a few 
seasons' collecting, and it is a move in exactly the right direction. As our state 
lists of the more prominent plants have been for the most part completed, what 
is more interesting or important than a catalogue of the parasitic fungi ? Such 
lists can be valuable or worthless, and as competent cryptogamic botanists are 
as yet comparatively few in number, it is doubtful whether many states should 
attempt such a catalogue. But when a man of Prof. Trelease's experience and 
connections comes into an unexplored state it would be a shame if such work 
was not done. An index of host-plants is given and is so invaluable in such a 
catalogue that there should never be even a thought of omitting it. The bot- 
anists of Wisconsin should send Prof. Trelease specimens from all parts of the 
state, that the list may be made as quickly and as complete as possible. 



